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visualising and spreading a world-changing idea. For
some time a further notion has been agitated amongst
some of us, namely that of living pictures, or
tableaux, of Indian historic cities. A group might
easily be arranged, for example, to symbolise Delhi,,
or Cheetore, or Benares, or Amritsar or Poona. The
costumes woulcl be almost as valuable an element in
such pictures as the dramatic character of the
groups themselves. Thus in a picture of Delhi, red
must predominate, in one of Agra, white, and so on.
After a series of these symbolic scenes, it might be
feasible to have a grouped scene representing the
cities of a given period. And finally, by way of the
fifth act, as it were, a group, with Delhi high in the
centre, representing the historic cities of modern
India, first, as they now are, second, as we may yet
hope to recreate them.

But the idea of the Historic Pageant is much sim-
pler than this. India is the land of civic pageants.
Every wedding, every puja, involves its procession
through the lanes, the bazaars, and along the Ganges-
side. And in every such procession we find the, idea
of the pageant in embryo. Here, as in so many other
directions also, it needs only that under the master^
' impulse of nationality, the elements in which our life
is already rich shall be swept up and organised, for
the expression of a great purpose. Nor need it be
supposed that the presence of vtomen is essential to